President’s
Message

Happy New Year to All..... And give Thanks

| don't know about you, but | don't know where this year has gone. |
have some catching up to do ......

As many of you know, there was a huge turnout for the Summer BBQ
at the home of Ulla-Britt & Don Ekengren in August. Again, many
THANKS to the Ekengren’s and their family for offering their home
and lovely surroundings to us for the day. It is certainly “the highlight
event” for the club.

The Supported Show Committee led by Evelyn Strawn along with
Bonnie Johnson and Lisa Keating put on a 2 great shows this past
year. Thank you for all your efforts and coordination. We hope to
support these 2 Kennel Club shows again in 2009. This was the last
year the Bay Colony Dog Show would be held in Boston, the new
location for this show circuit is in Providence, RI., the four-day AKC
dog show is booked for December 3-6, 2009.

The Lure Coursing Committee has been offering lure coursing
enthusiasts and competitors many events throughout New England
at which to compete. Lead by Sue Ann & Clay Leslie, along with
Celia O'Brien, Lisa Keating, Helen Mccune, Marsa Hatfield & Eric
Belt and many more; who all work incredibly hard and long hours in
organizing events. We are fortunate to have such a GREAT lure
coursing group. Thank you all.

On the Education front, Thank you to Barbara Ferguson for offering
CGC preparation and evaluation class this past year. All who
attended practiced very hard and then achieved their CGC
certificates. Congratulations and Thanks.

Our Membership Care committee led by Cheryl Cote, along with
Joyce Myers and Theresa Chan, Thank You for taking care of our
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members when they have a joy to celebrate or with the loss of a
loved one.

Thank you to Jean & Bill Gamble for offering their home to the club
for the Holiday Party. We enjoyed a delicious potluck buffet and good
company. And $642.00 was raised for Rescue from the Silent
Auction and $140 was raised for RRDAF from the Basket of Cheer
raffle. Way to GO!!

Thank You to exiting board member, Kenn Walker for his generous
support, valuable insight and hard work on the board. And offer a
warm welcome to Karen Heine as she assumes a directors role.

And lastly, | would like to THANK my fellow board members who
tolerate my constant barrage of questions and requests all year long!
©

Wishing you all the best for the New Year....

Cheryl Fraser

T he Passing of Two Members from the
Ridgeback Community

Mr. Arthur Guilford Tobey ~ March 2, 1918 - July 5, 2008

Gil Tobey became a member of NERRC in December, 1984 the year
the club was started. He served as NERRC treasurer from 1994-
1999. Gil loved his dogs, the breed and always had a soft spot when
it came to rescue. He and his wife Leslie designed and purchased
several hundred pins for the club to sell and, to this day, all proceeds
go to rescue. He had been an "Honorary Member" of NERRC for
many years.

Gil and his family had deep connections to Nantucket, spending
every summer there when he was a boy. It was where he learned to
sail. A lifelong sailor, he left college after his sophomore year to sail
as first mate around the world aboard the 90-foot schooner “Yankee”.
They sailed from Gloucester and his journey took him through the
Panama Canal, across the Pacific and Indian oceans, around the
Horn of Africa and back to Gloucester in approximately 18 months.



http://www.baycolonydogshow.com/index.htm
http://www.baycolonydogshow.com/index.htm
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Upon returning from this voyage, Gil became a navigator for Pan
American Airlines. During World War II, Pan Am used its pilots and
navigators to fly wartime missions between the United States and
Hawaii.

In 1948 Gil began his career as a building contractor and started the
Pine Hill Realty Corp. in Danvers.During the 1960s, he along with a
close friend, started the “Big A" (Mt. Agamenticus) Ski Resort in York,
Maine.

After retiring from the contracting business, Gil taught woodworking
to several generations of boys and girls at the Tower School in
Marblehead. He was a member of the Eastern Yacht Club.

Mr. George D. Sexton ~ January 16, 1930 - July 29, 2008

George Sexton was employed as national sales manager for the
Marathon Paper Co. from 1958 to 1971 when the company was
purchased by American Can. George served as national director of
paper packaging from 1971 until his retirement in 1980.

In 1980, the Sextons moved to Vermont and purchased
Penelope's/McKinley's Restaurant in Springfield, Vermont, which
they owned and operated from 1980 until 2001.

George was past vice president of the Springfield Chamber of
Commerce and past treasurer and board member of the Springfield
Regional Development Corporation. He was a Boy Scout leader for
several years in Darien, Connecticut, and a member of the American
Tree Farmers Association.

George had a lifelong love of animals, especially dogs, and the
Sextons bred and raised Rhodesian Ridgebacks. George was a
founding member of NERRC, a member of the Woodstock Dog Club
and president of the Vermont Dog Federation. He was an active
member of the AKC for 30 years and the Rhodesian Ridgeback
Club's delegate to the AKC. George served in the Korean War with
the 10th Mountain Division of the United States Army. George
enjoyed fly fishing, wood carving, skiing and managing his wood lot.

2009 Membership Renewals

The 2009 Membership renewals were mailed out recently. If you
received one in the mail and have not returned it yet, please do so.
now. Renewals are payable on or before the 1st day of January of
each year and are considered lapsed and automatically terminated
after March 1st. Memberships are current from January 1st through
December 31st.

New England
Rhodesian Ridgeback
Club
Board of Directors
Meeting -
August 2, 2008
Home of Ulla-Britt &
Don Ekengren,
Dunstable MA

The meeting was called to
order at 10:05 am. Board . i
members present were Cheryl Fraser, Alan Fraser, Jean Gamble,
Pamela Shattuck and Helen McCune. Lure Coursing committee
chair, Sue Ann Leslie was also present.

Jean made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting and to
wave the reading of these minutes. Seconded by Helen. All board
members voted in favor.

Secretary’s Report - Helen McCune ~

Motions made via e-mail:

On July 15, 2008, Jean moved to spend up to $800 for Clay to
purchase a generator for NERRC that is appropriate for use at Lure
coursing events. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

N

Treasurer's Report — Alan Fraser

Alan mentioned he recently paid the annual premium of $750 for
NERRC's director’s insurance.

A written report was provided by Alan Fraser and was reviewed. A
copy of the report is available upon request.

Committee Reports

By-Laws — Anita Craven —
The By-Law committee and the NERRC BOD have been working on
some proposed changes to the club By-Laws.
If voted in, these proposed changes will:

~ allow flexibility for scheduling of the Annual Meeting.

~ allow voting for club officers by mail in ballots.

~ will align the taking of office of newly voted in club officers

with the fiscal and club year.

Voting on these proposed changes by the membership will occur at
the General Meeting held at the BBQ on August 2. Vote on the
proposed By-Law changes planned for the general meeting on
August 2, 2008.

Supported Show Committee — Evelyn Strawn
We need to finalize what our "ad" should be for the Boston catalog.

Lure Coursing Committee — Sue Ann Leslie

A 5700 watt Coleman Generator with a Yamaha engine was
purchased. The generator had more than enough power to power
several large battery chargers. We would be able to run some fans,
tools (for fixing a piece of equipment), lights (if needed).
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It is suggested that we hold off purchasing the battery chargers until
we see how the chargers GONE purchased, work. We may only
need to purchase one and not two. GONE is perfectly happy to let
us use the chargers they purchased. It is only a matter of two
weekends. They would also like to use NERRC'’s generator for their
two weekends.

The judges for the Labor Day JC's and trial, which will take place in
Starkville/Fort Plain, NY, are Denise Como, Rich Whritenour and
Marilyn Smith.  Field Trial Secretary is Sue Ann Leslie. The new
food vendors will be unable to join us. The AKC has given approval
for the JC's and trial.

Our fall trials will be held on Oct. 18 & 19 in Griswold, CT. We will
have a food vendor at these trials. Field Trial Secretary is Celia
O'Brien and the judges are: Laurie Soutar, lan Davies, Carlee
Davies and Elaine Johnston. The AKC has approved the trials.

We are always looking for people to help. If you are interested
contact me or come to a trial. Thank You.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sue Ann Leslie
Lure Coursing Chair

Historian Report — Mary Wickwire - Nothing to report

Mass Federation of Dogs - Jean Gamble
New hill (4753-4893) prohibiting leasing of dogs in
Massachusetts (FlexPet) was enacted by the house and senate and
sent to the Govenor for signature July 2008.

S2450 which is an update to Chapter 140 animal control laws has
yet to be approved and will have to wait until the next session

Keep a watchful eye on dog/pet related issues in other states.
Chicago and now California are trying to require outrageous spay
and neuter laws. Our states could be next.

Do not support HSUS. Support your breed rescue or local rescue
organizations and shelters. HSUS is one of the higgest spenders
and have extremely high revenue with low return.

Membership Care — Cheryl Cote
The membership care committee recently sent out Welcome notes to
new members.

Ways & Means - Linda Koch
There are new embroidered fleeces and windbreakers available for
sale at the BBQ.

The Ridgeline — Cheryl Fraser - Nothing to report

Rescue — Cheryl Fraser

Rescue is in need of foster homes for 1 Ridgeback - a 7 year old
male. He should be in a foster home with no other dogs or a very
docile dog, and no small children. Preferably someone who is home
part the day. This dog will end up in a shelter if a foster home is not
available.

Sue Ann offered to run the 50/50 raffle at the next coursing event and
send the proceeds to Rescue to help offset recent rescue
expenditures.

Webmaster — Cheryl Fraser — Website is current.
Policy & Procedures — Kenn Walker - Nothing to report

Unfinished Business -

e NERRC Yahoo Group. Need to create a message to be sent to
current subscribers who are not NERRC members informing
them that the list will be available to NERRC club members only
and no longer an open to all list.

New Business -

e  After discussion, it was decided that Boston's supported show
will be dedicated to the memory of George Sexton and Gil
Tobey.

e It was moved by Cheryl and seconded by SueAnn to match up
to $150 in club funds with the raffle from the BBO and donate it
to Rescue in George and Gil's memory.

e The President, Treasurer and 2 board positions are up for
election this year. The Nominating Committee will consist of:
Jean Gamble — committee head; SueAnn Leslie and Evelyn
Strawn (alternates are Ulla-Britt Ekengren and Clay Leslie)

Meeting adjourned at 10:55.
Respectfully submitted,
Helen McCune

New England Rhodesian Ridgeback Club
Minutes from the General Meeting
Held August 2, 2008
At the home of Ulla-Britt & Don Ekengren

1. Meeting Minutes — Jean Gamble moved to accept as
written in The Ridgeline, Alan Fraser seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

2. NERRC allocated money for a new generator to be used
for Lure Coursing events.

3. Committee Reports:

a. Lure Coursing — upcoming NERRC sponsored
LC event to be held in Griswold, CT on October
18/19, 2008.

b. By-Law changes have been proposed and will be
voted on at the general meeting today.

c.  MASS Fed - Proposed hill prohibiting the rental
of dogs has passed the MA house and Senate, is
now with the Governor for signature. There is still
an attempt to get a bill passed giving Animal
Control officers more ability to take control of
dangerous dogs.
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4. Treasurer's Report: Current club balance is $12, 400.00 of
which $2460.00 is allocated to Rescue. The rescue
account is supporting a couple of dogs in the rescue
program. We do need donations to bolster the Rescue
account.

5. New member Ron Allen will be providing hand carved
clocks for the Supported Show in Boston in December.

6. Long time club members Gil Tobey and George Sexton
have passed away. Both members will be honored in a
memorial page in the Boston Show catalog.

7. Jean Gamble motioned to accept the changes to the By-
Laws as written and sent to the membership. Alan Fraser
provided the second. Discussion was asked for, no
discussion followed. The motion passed unanimously.

8. A Nominating Committee has been formalized for the
upcoming club elections. The committee consists of: Jean
Gamble, Sue Ann Leslie & Evelyn Strawn. Alternate
Nominating Committee members are: Clay Leslie & Ulla-
Britt Ekengren.

9. Jean Gamble motioned to adjourn, Marie LaPointe
provided a second. The motion passed unanimously.

Submitted by Marie LaPointe for Helen McCune

New England Rhodesian Ridgeback Club
Board of Directors Meeting —
September 14, 2008
Cape Cod Show — Barnstable, MA

The meeting was called to order at 10;10 am. Board members
present were Cheryl Fraser, Jean Gamble, Barbara Ferguson and
Helen McCune.

Helen made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting and
to wave the reading of these minutes. Seconded by Jean. All board
members voted in favor.

Secretary’s Report - Helen McCune ~

Here is the latest membership information; there is one new First
Read:

Sarah Tyner

Burlington VT 08401

voting single

sponsor: Ulla-Britt

New Members that need to be voted on by the BOD:

Borowski, Kevin & Judi; Warwick RI

Cooney, Megan & Jones, Dominic; Boston MA

Munchhof, Michael & Martha; Salem CT

Noel, Daniel & Jennifer; Westford MA

Provost, Robert & Katherine; Wayland MA

Cheryl moved to vote these new members into the club. Seconded
by Barbara. All board members voted in favor.

The nomination notification letter was mailed to the membership on
September 12th,
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Treasurer’s Report — Alan Fraser~
Written report provided by Alan Fraser was reviewed. A copy of the
report is available upon request.

Committee Reports

By-Laws — Anita Craven - Nothing to report
Supported Show Committee — Evelyn Strawn
See question under New Business.

Lure Coursing Committee — Sue Ann Leslie

The JC tests held on August 30 & 31 as well as the Trial held in Fort
Plain NY on September 1st went well with no equipment problems!
The generator ran well and the bateries are holding up well with the
new chargers. We do not need to purchase battery chargers at this
time.

We are all set for our October tests and trials. JCs will be offered
both days after the trials. String was purchased. Clay put the order in
with GONE'’s because it was less expensive that way. | also ordered
the AKC score sheets and draw sheets on NCR paper. The AKC no
longer provides the forms on the NCR paper and we need 3 copies
of each form. We tried carbon paper and it was not successful. The
cost was $199, which | paid for and was reimbursed. | ordered 250
copies of each form.

We will have enough for awhile, however, if anyone can get this done
cheaper, please let me know. The forms make the field trial
secretary’s job much more manageable.

Historian Report — Mary Wickwire - Nothing to report.

Mass Federation of Dogs - Jean Gamble
Annual meeting will be held on October 30t in Concord MA.

Membership Care — Cheryl Cote - Nothing to report.
Ways & Means - Linda Koch - Nothing to report.

The Ridgeline — Cheryl Fraser - Nothing to report.
Rescue — Cheryl Fraser - Nothing to report.

Webmaster — Cheryl Fraser - Website is current.

Policy & Procedures — Kenn Walker — - Nothing to report.

Nominating committee
The nominating committee would like to inform you that all resumes
from those nominated have been submitted to Helen McCune. The
nomination letter was mailed by Helen to the membership on
September 12th,
The following is a list of nominees and their positions:

President: Cheryl Fraser

Treasurer: Alan Fraser

BOD Position: Jean Gamble

BOD Position: Karen Heine

Respectfully submitted,
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Sue Ann Leslie
Jean Gamble
Evelyn Strawn

Unfinished Business —
NERRC Yahoo Group - status

New Business —
Holiday party — tentatively set for Sunday, November 16t. Jean and
Bill Gamble have graciously offered to host the party at their home

Discussion of Performance Achievements and Awards to club
participants — Pamela will develop and present this to the BOD in the
near future.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45.
Respectfully submitted,
Helen McCune, secretary

Club Election Results

There were no additional nominations from the eligible membership. The
following nominees have been declared elected:

President: Cheryl Fraser

Treasurer: Alan Fraser

BOD Position: Jean Gamble

BOD Position: Karen Heine

In Memory OF

Brandy Gamble

Brandy joined our family earlier this year for foster care, but she soon
became part of the family. In the 20+ years of owning Ridgebacks,
we have never owned one that was so friendly with strangers or so
naughty getting into the cabinet under the sink to eat the trash. We
lost Brandy this month, November, just before she turned 11. We will
miss her dearly. After this experience with rescue, we can safely say
that we would foster or adopt an older dog again, but it will be awhile
before all of our hearts have healed sufficiently to allow it.

Jean and Bill Gamble

Scully Ridgeback

Roxie and Breeze Weimaraners

Ruby Fraser
It is with great sadness and heartache to let you know we held Ruby
tightly in our arms as we sent him to the Rainbow Bridge on October
10th. Ruby's health had been in decline for some months.

Ruby taught us many things, how to always find the sunniest spot to
lie, how to run with abandon, how to never miss a meal and to take
treats with pure delight, how to look forward to each and every trip.
Ruby never asked for anything but he gave us so much.

Sadly missed by Cheryl & Alan Fraser and Robin & Neo

Additional First reads:

Ciancolo, Eli & Eileen Elfers, Somerville MA ~ Associate
sponsor: Cathy Ford

Pat Hoffmaster, Newport Rl ~ voting single
sponsor: Helen McCune

Elaine Moore, Wellesley MA ~ voting single
sponsor: Joyce Myers

Rich & Nancy Brown, Westborough MA ~ voting Family
sponsor: Helen McCune

Susan Kafka & Billy Mobley, Stoughton MA ~ voting Family
sponsor: Cathy Ford

James Kriete, Rochester NH ~ Associate
sponsor: Cathy Ford

Sarah Tyner, Burlington VT ~ voting single
sponsor: Ulla-Britt

Faith Martin, Putney VT ~ voting single
sponsor: Bonnie Johnson

William Terrio, N Chelmsford MA ~ associate
sponsor: Julie Paul

NERRC 2009 Club Officers & Committees:

President Cheryl Fraser 508-393-6966 chaza@pobox.com
Vice Pres. Barbara Ferguson 508-477-2063 SAHIBU@verizon.net
Treasurer Alan Fraser 508-393-6966 Alan_C_Fraser@raytheon.com
Secretary Helen McCune 508-690-2049 kanzih@comcast.net
Board of Directors:

Board Pamela Shattuck 508-833-0211 shattuckyachts@comcast.net
Board Jean Gamble 978-779-6112 jean.gamble@comcast.net
Board Karen Heine 401-247-1381 KLHeine@cox.net
Committees:

By-Laws:

Anita Craven 603 823-5225 acraven@together.net
Mass.Federation of Dog Clubs:

Jean Gamble 978-779-6112 jean.gamble@comcast.net

Policy & Procedures:

Kenn Walker 603 472 8692 Kennwalker@comcast.net

Historian:

Mary Wickwire 413-628-3869 wickwire@history.umass.edu
Rescue:

Barbara Ferguson 508-477-2063 SAHIBU@verizon.net
Membership Care:

Cheryl Cote 413 548-9404 cecote@comcast.net

Theresa Chan Conza 781 575-6323

Joyce Myers 781 784-2704 mamO0137@msn.com

Ways & Means:
Linda & Garry Koch 603 783 4483 Traveloffice2@yahoo.com .

Lure Coursing :
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Sue Ann & Clay Leslie 860-848-7629 sueanclay.les@snet.net
Supported Show:

Evelyn Strawn 508-746-3206 EDStrawn@aol.com

NERRC Webmaster:

Cheryl Fraser 508-393-6966 chaza@pobox.com

"The Ridgeline" Editor:

Cheryl Fraser 508-393-6966 chaza@pobox.com

NERRC 2009 Events:

Coming Soon.... Stay Tuned

BOD meetings will be held............. TBD

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST EVENTS

Rescue Report: Ly

We have a continued need for FOSTER I

HOMES. If you can offer your heart and 1

home to a foster dog, PLEASE contact one % d )

of the rescue coordinators listed here. _ Zf )
e A

Remember: RHODESIAN
Your donation to Rhodesian Ridgeback R |D GEBACK

Rescue Inc, is tax deductible! Rhodesian K E 5 C U E

Ridgeback Rescue, Inc. is a not-for-profit, charitable organization
formed under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal
Revenue Code. Donations to Rhodesian Ridgeback Rescue Inc.,
are tax deductible for US taxpayers to the extent allowed by law.

Please visit the Rhodesian Ridgeback Rescue website.

www. ridgebackrescue.org

Rescue Contacts:

Connecticut Coordinators:

Marie LaPointe 860 395 1502 m.blovish@snet.net
Massachusetts Coordinator (excluding Cape Cod):

Cheryl Fraser 508-393-6966 chaza@pobox.com

Massachusetts Coordinator (for Cape Cod):

Barbara Ferguson 508-477-2063 SAHIBU@verizon.net

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont Coordinator:

OPEN !!! - To apply , contact Barbara Ferguson.

If there is a Ridgeback in need of rescue in ME, NH or VT., contact
Barbara Ferguson or Cheryl Fraser

Rhode Island Coordinator:

OPEN !!! -To apply , contact Barbara Ferguson.

If there is a Ridgeback in need of rescue in Rhode Island., contact
Marie LaPointe m.blovish@snet.net

New England Regional Coordinator:

Cheryl Fraser 508-393-6966 chaza@pobox.com

R.R.Rescue Volunteer Coordinator:

Barry Sullivan 978-974-0719 worfsull@comcast.net

http://www.nerrc.org

http://rhodesianridgebackhealth.org/index2.shtml

Degenerative Myelopathy in Dogs —The DNA test for DM
is now available through the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals
(OFA) . This test clearly identifies dogs that are clear (have 2 normal
copies of the gene), those who are carriers (have one normal copy of
the gene and one mutated copy of the gene), and those who are at
much higher risk for developing DM (have 2 mutated copies of the
gene).

However, having two mutated copies of the gene does not
necessarily result in disease. Dogs that have clinical signs or a
presumptive diagnosis of DM have tested as genetically affected. A
relatively high percentage of dogs in several breeds (including
Boxers, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers. Pembroke Welsh Corgis, and
Rhodesian Ridgebacks) have the predisposing mutation.

It is important to note that there are a large number of dogs that have
tested as genetically affected, but are reported as clinically normal by
their owners.

Visit these websites for more information.
http://www.caninegeneticdiseases.net/DM/ancmntDM.htm
http://www.offa.org/dnatesting/index.html

Cape Cod Pantry will provide pet food to owners in
need

Social service agencies work to keep families together.

For the Love of a Pet is seeking to keep another kind of family
together: people and their pets.

Carol Eklund of Sandwich, who was aware that the worsening
economy was putting strains on families with pets, started For the
Love, the Cape's first pet food pantry, about three months ago.

With people on Cape Cod losing jobs or looking to cut back on
expenses to compensate for reduced income, they face the hard
decision of whether they can afford to keep a pet.

Eklund, who works in real estate, said she had become aware
several months ago that money troubles were leading some Cape
residents to give up their pets, or to lose their homes and not be able
to bring their pets along to their new abode.

For example, she would see Craig's List notices in the area seeking
new homes for pets that were seven or eight years old.



http://www.ridgebackrescue.org/
mailto:worfsull@comcast.net
http://www.nerrc.org/
https://secure.offa.org/cart.html
https://secure.offa.org/cart.html
http://www.caninegeneticdiseases.net/DM/ancmntDM.htm
http://www.offa.org/dnatesting/index.html
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In Eklund's eyes, the separation would be at least as tough for the
humans as the animals. "They need to have these pets," she said.
"They're part of the family."

So she came up with the idea of a food pantry for pets, a way to at
least tide over a household in a transition or a tight spot and keep the
animals in the family.

Read the whole article here: http://tinyurl.com/76xzju

Brags and Announcements!

From Helen McCune:

On Saturday, November 8th in Fitchburg MA at a RRCUS
Supported Entry,

'Rosie' - FC Qhili Ruzuna of Jabalieupe CD SC FCh ET HIC
CGC/TDI, was awarded Best of Opposite Veteran in Sweepstakes
under Judge Rosann Sexton.

On Sunday, November 9th also in Fitchburg MA at a RRCUS
Supported Entry, 'Nixon' - Ch Jendaya's National Treasure,
finished his championship in style by going BOW for his 2nd 5 point
major at a RRCUS supported entry! He was also Best Bred By
Exhibitor and went on to win a group 3 in the bred by group! (All of
Nixon's points were earned from the 'Bred by Exhibitor' Class which
automatically qualifies him for next year's Eukanuba Tournament of
Champions). Meanwhile, his mother, 'Gemma' - Am/Can Ch
Jendaya's Akiki of Tumomak SC ET TT HIC CGC, was awarded
BOB and the RRCUS medallion by Judge John Arvin and then we
went on to win a Hound Group 3 in the company of some very tough
competition under Judge Molly Martin! What an exciting day it was

forus ©

NERRC Supported Show Reports
Congratulations to all of the winners.

Sunday, September 14
Supported by NERRC & RRCUS

Sweeps Judge Ms. Debra Metcalf-Morris

Best in Sweeps

Dromkeen’s Sweet Temptation

Ch Shabani's Ring of Fire — Ch Vyrtuous Some Idle Tuesday.
Breeder: Julie Paul & Shawna Walters. Owner: Julie & Brandon Paul
& Elizabeth Oneppo.

Best of Opposite in Sweeps

Freedoms Bahari Zion

Ch Freedoms Strike It Rich — Ch Freedoms Awesome Olivia by
Tigris. Breeder: Penny L Weston. Owner: Alan & Cheryl Fraser.

Best in Veteran Sweeps

Ch Rocky Ridge’s Hi Caliber Shabani

Ch Rocky Ridge's Lethal Weapon — Ch Shabani Shona. Breeder:
Howard Posner & Bonnie Johnson. Owner: Dale M Stammel

Best of Opposite Veteran Sweeps

Ch Ikimba Tumomak Sheikh

Rijstone Diesel N Dust — Aslan’s Dolly of Ikimba. Breeder; Marianne
Aaltonen. Owner: Susan M Rexford.

Judge Mrs. Karen C. Wilson

Winners Dog/Best of Winners/New Champion (3 points)
Shabani’s God of War Aries

Ch lkimba Tumomak Sheikh — Ch Shabani's Kali's Creed. Breeder:
Bonnie Johnson & Daniel Wood. Owner: Karen L. Heine

Reserve Winners Dog
Freedom’s Bahari Zion (see Sweeps)

Winners Bitch/Best of Opposite/New Champion (3 points)
Shabani’s Meeka of Tumomak

Ch Ikimba Tumomak Sheikh — Ch Shabani's Kali's Creed. Breeder:
Bonnie Johnson & Daniel Wood. Owner:Elizabeth F Keating

Reserve Winners Bitch

Lionlamb’s Flashy Prodigy

Ch LaFleur's Flashy Prospect — Ch Lionlamb Abida. Breeder: Susan
& David Pisarri. Owner: Susan & David Pisarri

Best of Breed

Ch Bandari’s Mukhtaar Chigani

Ch Bandari's A Twist of Fate — Ch Highbush Funny Girl. Breeder:
Kathleen Milby. Owner: Deborah Ahern-Ridlon
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| would like to thank everyone who entered this supported show.
And | would like to thank those who came and cheered everyone on
in the rain. It did clear later and those that stayed had a good time
socializing over a pot luck lunch.

We awarded hand painted tiles in addition to ribbons (Thanks Lisa,
they were very nice). | would also like to thank the trophy donors:

Best of Breed - offered by the Supported Show Committee in
memory of Mort Myers

Best Opposite Sex to Best of Breed — Sarah Curtis

Best of Winners — Helen McCune

Winners Dog - Sue & Dennis Conley in memory of Brawn & Dixon
Winners Bitch — Deborah Ahern-Ridlon

Reserve Winners Dog - Daniela LeBlanc

Reserve Winners Bitch - Julie Paul

Best Puppy in Sweeps - Jackie Harte

Best Opposite Puppy in Sweeps - Crissy Baker

Best Veteran in Sweeps - Clay & SueAnn Leslie

Best Opposite Veteran in Sweeps — Eugenia Spalding

Highest Scoring Rhodesian Ridgeback in Obedience - Jean
Gamble

Highest Scoring Rhodesian Ridgeback in Rally - NERRC

Evelyn Strawn

NERRC Supported Show
Eastern Dog Club
Saturday, December 6, 2008

Sweepstakes JUDGE: Mr. Stewart
Dankner

Best in Sweepstakes

SYMETRI ST AUGUSTINE'S NOT YET
Ch Tam Lyn's Logan Stone - DC Oakhurst Summer Madness JC.
Owner: Terrence Howell & Quinn Caldwell / Breeder: Eileen M
Bailey.

Best of Opposite in Sweepstakes

FIREDANCE N ADILI'S MAKING U JEALOUS

Adili's American Idol - Ch Firedance's Saving Grace.

Owner: Tammy Lynch & Kiki Courtelis & Mary Sorosky & P Lia. /
Breeder: Mary Sorosky.

Best in Veteran Sweepstsakes

CH ROCKY RIDGE'S HI CALIBER SHABANI

Ch Rocky Ridge's Lethal Weapon - Ch Shabani Shona JC.
Owner: Dale M Stammel / Breeder: Howard Posner & Bonnie
Johnson.

Regular Classes JUDGE: Ms. Diane L. Malenfant

Winners Dog/Best Puppy/ (5 points & New Champion)
EXCALIBER'S TOUR DE FORCE

DC Paradigm Aristos By Ridgelea SC - Excaliber's Krystal Edge JC.
Owner: Alicja Michnowicz. / Breeder: Alicja Michnowicz & Judy
Lichtman.

Reserve Winners Dog

L'ENGAI'S 1ST KNIGHT OF NASHIRA

Ch Springvalley's Merlin Of Nashira JC - Ch Nashira's A.L.B. Of
L'Engai.

Owner: Jennifer Finnie / Breeder: Concetta M Jez & Doris M Pio &
Pasquale Pio.

Winners Bitch/Best of Winners (5 points & New Champion )
DIMOND SPRING VLLY'S CHAMPAGNE WISHES

Dimond SpringVlly's Ruff Act To Follow - Ch Dimonds Anythings
Possible.

Owner: Nicole Severino & Sandra Gordon / Breeder: S Gordon & S
Matalonis.

Reserve Winners Bitch

PARADIGM'S BIBIE KINDORO OF FRAGGLE ROCK
Camelot's Code Red - Paradigm's First Lady Of Song
Owner: Megan Burt & Martha Munchhof / Breeder: Paradigm
Rhodesian Ridgebacks. (Dale Stammel, Agent).

Best of Breed

DC ADILI'S SERENGETI STARLIGHT SC

Ch Ridgelea's Adili Kawaida - Ch Rocky Ridge's Touch Of Ebony
Owner: Tammy Lynch & N Vaccarino & K LaFleur & K Courtelis /
Breeder: Nadine Vaccarino & Tammy Lynch.

Best Opposite Sex to Best of Breed

CH BANDARI'S MUKHTAAR CHIGANI

Ch Bandari's A Twist Of Fate - Ch Highbush Funny Girl
Owner: Deborah Ahern-Ridlon / Breeder: Kathleen Milby.
(Elizabeth Oneppo, Agent)

The RRCUS Bronze Club Medallion was awarded

A special THANKS goes to fellow NERRC member, Ron Allen, for
handmaking and donating the beautiful clocks for our trophies and
handmade turned pens for class placments this year! Thank you also
to all of the trophy sponsors for your support in helping to make each
year a special and memorable event!

Trophy Sponsor List:
Sweepstakes Prizes
Best in Sweepstakes. Hand crafted clock offered by Jackie Harte

Best of Opposite Sex to Best in Sweepstakes. Hand crafted clock
offered by Karen Heine
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Veteran Sweepstakes Prizes

Best in Veterans. Hand crafted clock offered by Bette Rallo in
honor of Worf

Best of Opposite Sex to Best in Veteran Sweepstakes. Hand
crafted clock offered by Bette Rallo in honor of Bebe

Regular Classes

Best of Breed. Hand crafted clock offered by Joyce Myers in
memory of her hushand, Mort.

Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed. Hand crafted clock offered
by Marsa Hatfield

Best of Winners. Hand crafted clock offered by Celia O'Brien
Winners Dog. Hand crafted clock offered by Melody & John Harrison
Winners Bitch. Hand crafted clock offered by Alan & Cheryl Fraser
Best Puppy. Hand crafted clock offered by Eugenia Spalding

Agility

Highest Scoring Rhodesian Ridgeback in Agility. Hand crafted
clock offered by Jean Gamble

The Rhodesian Ridgeback to become
part of the Sight Hound Group

This article originally appeared in RRCUS "The Ridgeback Newsletter, Issue 2, 2008".
It is reprinted here with the permission of the publication.

The AKC has been considering the issue of group realignment for
some time. This past summer, parent clubs were asked to provide
input on the placement of their breed in the various groups. This was
of special interest to Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United States
(RRCUS) since there was a proposal to split the hound group into
two groups; scent hound and sight hound. RRCUS members,
Denise Flaim and the late George Sexton, co-chaired a committee
that designed a survey for RRCUS members. Three hundred fifty-
eight members voted (representing than 40% of the membership).
Of those voting, 99.2% said they felt that the Ridgeback is a hound
and 90.7% felt the Ridgeback was a sight hound. This information
was presented to the AKC Committee along with letters written by
RRCUS members supporting the majority vote. In October, the
committee presented the report below. Input can still be submitted
as indicated below. This will on the agenda for the January 2009
AKC Board meeting. If approved by the AKC Board it will also need
to act on several changes to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows. Itis
hoped that those proposed changes along with the group
realignment as proposed below will be voted on by the AKC Delegate
body at the March 2009 meeting. Changes would not be
implemented until January 2010.

Group Realignment Committee Report

The Board reviewed a copy of the report submitted by the
Group Realignment Committee. It was VOTED
(unanimously) to accept the report with the gratitude and
appreciation of the Board; to direct staff to publish the
report; and to encourage input.

General input should be sent to the Executive Secretary:

James Crowley, Executive Secretary

American Kennel Club

260 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Email: grouprealign@akc.org

Fax: 212-696-8252

Breed-specific comments should be submitted through the
breed Parent Club.

A copy of the report, including the proposed realignment is
attached (Attachment A). This will be considered by the AKC
Board at its January 2009 meeting.

Any input should be received before January.
ATTACHMENT A

Report of the AKC Group Realignment Committee
October 13, 2008

On October 8, 2007, the Board of Directors of the American
Kennel Club, appointed an exploratory committee, chaired
by Dr. Thomas Davies, to evaluate the current alignment of
breeds within the seven variety groups, to determine if a
different alignment would better serve the Sport now and in
the future, as new breeds become registrable.

The Committee included: Karen Burgess, Dr. Thomas
Davies, Robert Fisher, Marieann Gladstone, Tim James, Dr.
Alvin Krause, Dr. William Newman, John P. Nielsen, Dr.
Robert Smith, Robin Stansell, and R. William Taylor.

The committee met together three times, and has
discussed its recommendations via email, as well. The
initial basis for the discussions centered on the increasing
number of new breeds being brought into the AKC Stud
Book, as well as the number of breeds awaiting acceptance
currently in the Foundation Stock Service (FSS) listing.

In its deliberations, the committee considered several
sources of information. The historical data suggested that
the makeup of the groups for conformation judging was by
no means a static listing. There were many changes in the
distribution of breeds for show purposes (and for listing in
AKC'’s Stud Book), and, in fact, no official, recorded group
judging appears to have occurred prior to 1924. Group
awards became official in

1925 with competition in five groups (Sporting, Working,
Terrier, Toy and Non-Sporting). In 1930 the Sporting Group
was split into the Sporting and Sporting (Hound) Groups. In
1983, the Working Group was split into the Working Group
and the Herding Group.
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The committee also considered two (non-official, non-
scientific) polls, neither of which, in and of themselves,
demanded a particular realignment. The general sense,
however, was that it was time to do something about the
burgeoning sizes of several of the groups, as well as the
actual makeup of breeds within groups. The Delegate’s Dog
Show Rules Committee had conducted a short survey which
indicated that about 75% of the respondents favored
change. A much larger survey (1341 responders) appeared
on the Infodog.com web site where only 17% of the
respondents suggested that things were fine as they stood.

The first few months of the committee’s existence was
taken up by a thorough study of the Group system and a
more detailed understanding of the history, form and
function of the various breeds within the current group
structure. Additionally, the makeup of groups around the
world was reviewed.

After careful examination of the groups and the breeds that
make them up, the committee decided that two of the
current groups, which in a short time span could approach
40 breeds, can easily and logically be divided into two
similar components. The Sporting Group can be divided into
Sporting — Pointers and Setters, and Sporting — Retrievers
and Spaniels. Functionally, this split made sense to the
committee. Secondly, a logical division of the Hound Group
would be Scent Hounds and Sight Hounds.

The third major change would be the creation of a new
group, consisting of the Northern or Spitz type breeds. To
populate this new group, we took the Norwegian Elkhound
(from the Hound Group); the Akita, Alaskan Malamute, the
Siberian Husky and the Samoyed (from the Working Group);
the American Eskimo, Chinese Shar-Pei, Chow Chow,
Finnish Spitz, Keeshond, Schipperke and Shiba Inu (from
the Non-Sporting Group); and the Swedish Vallhund (from
the Herding Group). The Parent clubs of these breeds were
contacted and asked for their input.

We also chose to rename the Non-Sporting Group, since in
fact it is (in addition to non-sporting) a non-hound, non-
working, non-terrier, non-toy and non-herding group. After
struggling with an appropriate name, we selected the
Companion Group as the "new" name for this group.

In addition to moving the above mentioned Northern/Spitz
breeds into a new group, we considered the group
placement of several other breeds, which we considered as
possible candidates for relocation. Each of these was
based on careful study of the history, form and function of
the particular breed. In each case, the Parent breed club
was contacted and asked to weigh in on their thoughts.
Each of those contacted chose to remain in their current
group alignment except two. The Italian Greyhound wished
to move to the Sight Hound Group and the Dalmatian
requested a move to the Working Group.
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The committee did discuss the issue of varieties; however,
it was felt that this was somewhat beyond the scope of our
charge at this time.

Our recommendation would necessitate the addition of
three groups to the listing currently in place (7 groups). This
would require Delegate approval to make changes to
Chapter 3, Sections 1, 15, 17, 18, 19 and 20, and Chapter
6, Section 3 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows. It may be
useful to remove the reference to the number of groups
from all of the above sections, except Chapter 3, Section 1.
In addition, Chapter 2 of the Rules Applying to Registration
and Discipline refers to the number of groups, and would
require Delegate approval to change.

The committee, by submission of this report, would request
that the Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club, in
accordance with Article XX of the Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, propose and submit the necessary
amendments to the Delegate body, to be read at the
December meeting of the Delegate Body, published in two
issues of AKC Gazette, and voted upon at the March, 2009
meeting of the Delegate Body.

Attached is a listing of breeds and groups as proposed by
the Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

The AKC Group Realignment Committee
Karen Burgess

Dr. Thomas M. Davies, Chair
Robert Fisher

Marieann Gladstone

Tim James

Dr. Alvin W. Krause

Dr. William R. Newman

John P. Nielsen

Dr. Robert D.Smith

Robin L. Stansell

R. William Taylor

AKC Group Realignment Committee — Proposed Breeds &
Groups
(7/31/08)

From a presentation to the Delegates on September 8,
2008 by the AKC Group Realignment Committee

Group 1: Sporting — Painters and Setters (11) (12)
Brittany

Pointer

Pointer (German Shorthaired)

Pointer (German Wirehaired)

Setter (English)

Setter (Gordon)

Setter (Irish

Setter (Irish Red & White) Miscellaneous 6/27/07; Full
Recognition 1/1/09

Spinone Italiano

Vizsla
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Weimaraner
Wirehaired Pointing Griffon

Group 2: Sporting - Retrievers and Spaniels (17) (18)
Retriever (Chesapeake Bay)

Retriever (Curly-Coated)

Retriever (Flat-Coated)

Retriever (Golden)

Retriever (Labrador)

Retriever (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling)
Spaniel (American Water)

Spaniel (Boykin) — Miscellaneous 1/1/08
Spaniel (Clumber)

Spaniel (Cocker) ASCOB

Spaniel (Cocker) Black

Spaniel (Cocker) Parti-color

Spaniel (English Cocker)

Spaniel (English Springer)

Spaniel (Field)

Spaniel (Irish Water)

Spaniel (Sussex)

Spaniel (Welsh Springer)

Group 3: Scent Hounds (14) (17)

Basset Hound

Beagle (13")

Beagle (15")

Black and Tan Coonhound

Bloodhound

Bluetick Coonhound - Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Dachshund (Longhaired)

Dachshund (Smooth)

Dachshund (Wirehaired)

English Foxhound

Foxhound (American)

Harrier

Otterhound

Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen

Plott

Redbone Coonhound — Miscellaneous 9/1/08
Treeing Walker Coonhound — Miscellaneous 1/1/09

Group 4: Sight Hounds (11)
Afghan Hound
Basenji

Borzoi

Greyhound

Ibizan Hound

Irish Wolfhound
Italian Greyhound
Pharaoh Hound
Rhodesian Ridgeback
Saluki

Scottish Deerhound
Whippet

Group 5: Working (23) (25)
Anatolian Shepherd
Bernese Mountain Dog
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Black Russian Terrier

Boxer

Bullmastiff

Cane Corso — Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Dalmatian

Doberman Pinscher

Dogue de Bordeaux

German Pinscher

Giant Schnauzer

Great Dane

Great Pyrenees

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog
Komondor

Kuvasz

Leonberger — Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Mastiff

Neapolitan Mastiff
Newfoundland

Portuguese Water Dog
Rottweiler

Saint Bernard

Standard Schnauzer
Tibetan Mastiff

Group 6: Terriers (28) (29)
Airedale Terrier

Australian Terrier

American Staffordshire Terrier
Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

Bull Terrier (Colored)

Bull Terrier (White)

Cairn Terrier

Cesky Terrier — Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Dandie Dinmont Terrier

Fox Terrier (Smooth)

Fox Terrier (Wire)

Glen of Imaal Terrier

Irish Terrier

Kerry Blue Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Manchester Terrier (Standard)
Miniature Bull Terrier
Miniature Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier

Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell Terrier
Scottish Terrier

Sealyham Terrier

Skye Terrier

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier
Staffordshire Bull Terrier
Welsh Terrier

West Highland White Terrier

Group 7: Toys (21)
Affenpinscher

Brussells Griffon

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
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Chihuahua (Long Coat)

Chihuahua (Smooth Coat)

English Toy Spaniel (Blenheim & Prince Charles)
English Toy Spaniel (King Charles & Ruby)
Havanese

Japanese Chin

Maltese

Manchester Terrier (Toy)

Miniature Pinscher

Papillon

Pekingese

Pomeranian

Poodle (Toy)

Pug

Shih Tzu

Silky Terrier

Toy Fox Terrier

Yorkshire Terrier

Group 8: Companion (11) (12)
Bichon Frise

Boston Terrier

Bulldog

Chinese Crested

French Bulldog

Lhasa Apso

Lowchen

Poodle (Miniature)

Poodle (Standard)

Tibetan Spaniel

Tibetan Terrier

Xoloitzcuintli — Miscellaneous 1/10/09

Group 9: Herding (20) (21)
Australian Cattle Dog
Australian Shepherd
Bearded Collie
Beauceron

Belgian Malinois

Belgian Tervuren

Belgian Sheepdog

Border Collie

Bouvier des Flandres
Briard

Canaan Dog

Cardigan Welsh Corgi
Collie (Rough)

Collie (Smooth)

German Shepherd

Old English Sheepdog
Pembroke Welsh Corgi
Polish Lowland Sheepdog
Puli

Pyrenean Shepherd — Miscellaneous 1/1/07; Full
Recognition 1/1/09
Shetland Sheepdog

Group 10: Northern (13) (16)
Akita
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Alaskan Malamute

American Eskimo Dog

Chinese Shar-Pei

Chow Chow

Finnish Spitz

Icelandic Sheepdog — Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Keeshond

Norwegian Buhund — Miscellaneous 1/1/07; Full
Recognition 1/1/09

Norwegian Lundehund — Miscellaneous 7/1/08
Norwegian Elkhound

Samoyed

Siberian Husky

Schipperke

Shiba Inu

Swedish Vallhund

"He is your friend, your partner, your defender,
your dog. You are his life, his love, his leader. He
will be yours, faithful and true, to the last beat of
his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such
devotion.” —Unknown

DEGENERATIVE MYELOPATHY (DM) -
Important Information to Know

This article originally appeared in RRCUS "The Ridgeback
Newsletter, Issue 2, 2008". It is reprinted here with the
permission of the publication.

Your dog has been tested for the mutation
identifying susceptibility to Degenerative
Myelopathy (DM) based on a DNA sample
submission. The enclosed report lists the
laboratory findings.

Explanation of results:
NORMAL (N/N): This dog is homozygous N/N, with two normal
copies of the gene. In the seven breeds studied at the University of
Missouri in depth so far, dogs with test results of N/N (Normal) have
never been confirmed to have DM. This dog can only transmit the
normal gene to its offspring, and it is unlikely that this dog or its
offspring will ever develop DM.

CARRIER (A/N): This dog is heterozygous A/N, with one mutated
copy of the gene and one normal copy of the gene, and is classified
as a carrier. In the seven breeds studied at the University of Missouri
in depth so far, dogs with test results of A/N have never been
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confirmed to have DM. While it is highly unlikely this dog will ever
develop DM, this dog can transmit either the normal gene or the

being done by the University of Missouri (Coates and Colleagues)
and the Broad Institute of MIT/Harvard (Drs. Lindblad-Toh and

mutated gene to its offspring.

AT-RISK (A/A): This dog is homozygous A/A, with two mutated
copies of the gene, and is at risk for developing Degenerative
Myelopathy (DM). The research has shown that all dogs in the
research study with confirmed DM have had A/A DNA test results,
however, not all dogs testing as A/A have shown clinical signs of DM.
DM is typically a late onset disease, and dogs testing as A/A that are
clinically normal may still begin to show signs of the disease as they
age. Some dogs testing A/A did not begin to show clinical signs of
DM until they were 15 years of age. Research is ongoing to estimate
what percentage of dogs testing as A/A will develop DM within their
lifespan. At this point, the mutation can only be interpreted as being
at risk of developing DM within the animal’s life. For dogs showing
clinical signs with a presumptive diagnosis of DM, affected (A/A) test
results can be used as an additional tool to aid in the diagnosis of
DM. Dogs testing Affected (A/A) can only pass the mutated gene on
to their offspring.

Guidelines for Breeding

Owners with dogs testing as Carriers (A/N), or At-Risk (A/A) are
strongly encouraged to share these results with their attending
veterinarian and seek genetic counseling when making breeding
decisions.

The “A” (mutated) allele appears to be very common in some breeds.
In these breeds, an overly aggressive breeding program to eliminate
dogs testing A/A or A/N might be devastating to the breed as a whole
because it would eliminate a large fraction of the high quality dogs
that would otherwise contribute desirable qualities to the breed.
Nonetheless, DM should be taken seriously. It is a fatal disease with
devastating consequences for the dog, and can be a trying
experience for the owners that care for them. A realistic approach
when considering which dogs to select for breeding would be to treat
the test results as one would treat any other undesirable trait or fault.
Dogs testing At-Risk (A/A) should be considered to have a more
serious fault than those testing as Carriers (A/N). Incorporating this
information into their selection criteria, breeders can then proceed as
conscientious breeders have always done: make their breeding
selections based on all the dog’s strengths and all the dog'’s faults.
Using this approach and factoring the DM test results into the
breeding decisions should reduce the prevalence of DM in the
subsequent generations while continuing to maintain and improve
upon positive, sought after traits.

We recommend that breeders take into consideration the DM test
results as they plan their breeding programs; however, they should
not over-emphasize the test results. Instead, the test result should
be one factor among many in a balanced breeding program.

Additional information on the disease can be found on the
University of Missouri CVM website:
www.caninegeneticdiseases.net/DM/maindm.htm

Acknowledgments: Eddie Dziuk of OFA and the Animal Molecular
Genetics Laboratory (Gary Johnson and Liz Hansen) and the work
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Wade)

A Poem for Dog Lovers
When | am Old...

| shall wear Turquoise and soft gray sweatshirts...
and a bandana over my silver hair...

and | shall spend my Social Security Checks

on Sweet Wine and My Dogs...

and sit in my house on my well-worn chair,

and listen to my dog's breathing.

| will sneak out in the middle of a warm Summer night
and take my dogs for a run, if my old bones will allow...
and when people come to call,

| will smile and nod as | show them my dogs...

and talk of them and about them...

The Ones so Beloved of the Past

and the Ones so Beloved of Today....

| still will work hard cleaning after them

and mopping and feeding them

and whispering their names in a soft, loving way.

| will wear their gleaming drool on my throat like a jewel,
and | will be an embarrassment to all, and my family...
who have not yet found the peace in being free

to have dogs as your Best Friends....

These friends who always wait,

at any hour, for your footfall...

and eagerly jump to their feet out of a sound sleep,
to greet you as if you are a God.

With warm eyes full of adoring love

and hope that you will stay and hug their big, strong necks...

and kiss their dear sweet heads...
and whisper to them of your love and the
beautiful pleasure of their very special company....

[ look in the Mirror...

and see | am getting old....

this is the kind of woman | am...

and have always been.

Loving dogs is easy, they are part of me,
accept me for who | am,

My dogs appreciate my presence in their lives...
When | am old this will be important to me...
you will understand when you are old....

and if you have dogs to love too.

(Author Unknown)
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Official Standard for the Rhodesian Ridgeback

GENERAL APPEARANCE

The Ridgeback represents a strong, muscular and active
dog, symmetrical and balanced in outline. A mature
Ridgeback is a handsome, upstanding and athletic dog,
capable of great endurance with a fair (good) amount of
speed. Of even, dignified temperament, the Ridgeback is
devoted and affectionate to his master, reserved with
strangers. The peculiarity of this breed is the ridge on the
back. The ridge must be regarded as the characteristic
feature of the breed.

SIZE, PROPORTION, SUBSTANCE

HEAD

A mature Ridgeback should be symmetrical in outline,
slightly longer than tall but well balanced. Dogs - 25 to 27
inches in height; Bitches - 24 to 26 inches in height.
Desirable weight: Dogs - 85 pounds; Bitches - 70 pounds.

Should be of fair length, the skull flat and rather broad
between the ears and should be free from wrinkles when in
repose. The stop should be reasonably well defined. Eyes-
should be moderately well apart and should be round,
bright and sparkling with intelligent expression, their color
harmonizing with the color of the dog. Ears-should be set
rather high, of medium size, rather wide at the base and
tapering to a rounded point. They should be carried close
to the head. Muzzle-should be long, deep and powerful.
The lips clean, closely fitting the jaws. Nose-should be
black, brown or liver, in keeping with the color of the dog.
No other colored nose is permissible. A black nose should
be accompanied by dark eyes, a brown or liver nose with
amber eyes. Bite-jaws level and strong with well-developed
teeth, especially the canines or holders. Scissors bite
preferred.

NECK, TOPLINE, BODY

The neck should be fairly strong and free from throatiness.
The chest should not be too wide, but very deep and
capacious, ribs moderately well sprung, never rounded like
barrel hoops (which would indicate want of speed). The
back is powerful and firm with strong loins which are
muscular and slightly arched. The tail should be strong at
the insertion and generally tapering towards the end, free
from coarseness. It should not be inserted too high or too
low and should be carried with a slight curve upwards,
never curled or gay.

FOREQUARTERS

The shoulders should be sloping, clean and muscular,
denoting speed. Elbows close to the body. The forelegs
should be perfectly straight, strong, and heavy in bone. The
feet should be compact with well-arched toes, round,
tough, elastic pads, protected by hair between the toes and
pads. Dewclaws may be removed.
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HINDQUARTERS

COAT

COLOR

RIDGE

GAIT

In the hind legs, the muscles should be clean, well defined
and hocks well down. Feet as in front.

Should be short and dense, sleek and glossy in
appearance but neither wooly nor silky.

Light wheaten to red wheaten. A little white on the chest
and toes permissible but excessive white there, on the
belly or above the toes is undesirable.

The hallmark of this breed is the ridge on the back which is
formed by the hair growing in the opposite direction to the
rest of the coat. The ridge must be regarded as the
characteristic feature of the breed. The ridge should be
clearly defined, tapering and symmetrical. It should start
immediately behind the shoulders and continue to a point
between the prominence of the hips and should contain
two identical crowns (whorls) directly opposite each other.
The lower edge of the crowns (whorls) should not extend
further down the ridge than one third of the ridge.
Disqualification: Ridgelessness. Serious Fault: One crown
(whorl) or more than two crowns (whorls).

At the trot, the back is held level and the stride is efficient,
long, free and unrestricted. Reach and drive expressing a
perfect balance between power and elegance. At the
chase, the Ridgeback demonstrates great coursing ability
and endurance.

TEMPERAMENT

Dignified and even tempered. Reserved with strangers.

SCALE OF POINTS

General appearance, size, symmetry and
balance

Ridge 20
Head 15
Legs and feet 15
Neck and shoulders 10
Body, back, chest, and loin 10
Coat and color 5
Talil 5
TOTAL 100

DISQUALIFICATION: Ridgelessness

20

Approved by The American Kennel Club on
August 11, 1992 and effective September 30, 1992
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